
ARTICLE #3 
Flood Hazards in Your Area

Do you know as much about flood hazards as you should?  While municipal, provincial and federal governments work to keep people informed about the possibility of flooding in their area; you can start to take action right now to minimize risk to your family and property.
· Know the risks – do you live in a low lying area susceptible to flooding?
· Make a plan – make sure your family knows what to do in any emergency

· Prepare a kit – have a personal emergency kit and be prepared to be on your own for at least 72 hours
Flood waters can be hazardous, and most people underestimate the power of moving water. Generally people should avoid walking or driving though water or getting too close to rivers or streams surging with floodwaters. Small streams can overflow and undercut the banks, trigger mud and land slides, wash out roads and damage bridges, isolate communities and endanger children, the elderly, pets and livestock. Flood waters can carry debris such as branches, trees, parts of buildings and even whole houses. In addition, drinking water from wells and reservoirs may be contaminated, so it is important to listen for boil water advisories. 
If the risk of flooding escalates in your area, listen for safety information and instruction provided by local government officials. Stay tuned to local radio stations for directions from local authorities on what to do in case of severe flooding risk.
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