
ARTICLE #2 
Flooding: Be Prepared

If you live in an area subject to flooding, you can take steps right now to minimize property damage and personal risk. Start by being aware of your responsibilities, be mindful of local conditions and know where to go for information well before disaster strikes. 

Although flooding can occur at any time of year, the most severe floods result seasonally from the influences of heavy rain, combined with the spring snowmelt runoff. The resulting surge can happen anytime between April and July and is known as a freshet. Right now, snowpack levels throughout B.C. are high, with many at record levels. There is a greater risk of significant flooding in this circumstance; however, weather conditions will determine the severity. Provincial flood experts continually monitor river and stream levels and relay this information to local governments, who in turn advise their residents. 
Provincial agencies are working together to support local governments in planning for the potential of widespread flooding. But individuals and families have an equally important part to play. Know the risk in your area and prepare for the possibility of flooding by having:

· An emergency plan that every household member knows. The plan should include information on how to shut off electrical power and natural gas sources, safe meeting places out of the flood-risk area, an out-of-province contact, plans for pets and livestock, and a neighbourhood safety plan that identifies people who may need extra help
· An emergency supply kit containing food, water, necessary medications, flashlights and batteries, personal toiletries, identification for each family member, some cash and any important family documents. A grab-and-go kit would have essentials for all family members in the case of evacuation.
· A battery-powered or wind-up radio that allows you to access weather warnings and disaster instructions from local radio stations
· A full gas tank in your vehicle

If rising water levels mean you may have to evacuate, listen to local emergency officials for instructions and to know which routes are safe for travel. 
Information about personal emergency preparedness, including sandbagging and flood proofing your home, is available at www.pep.bc.ca 
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